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touchy of mankind, and see an enemy in everything which
they do not understand. The northern frontier of Tuscany
impinged upon the southern frontier of Milan. Now that
the southern frontier of Tuscany was connected, by Cer-
vetri and Anguillara, with the Regno, Don Ludovico
Maria suspected an alliance between Don Piero de' Medici
and King Don Ferrando I, between Tuscany and Naples,
an alliance which most possibly implied designs detrimental
to the Duchy of Milan—after all the real Duchess Isa-
bella was Naples' bastard, thought Don Ludovico Maria,
the Usurper—; and he envoyed swift couriers to his
brother the Vicechancellor-Cardinal in Rome, with in-
structions to advise the Pope's Holiness of the imbroglio.
That was the news of which the Lord Alexander P.P.
VI chewed the cud at the time when He gave audience to
the Prince of Altamura. With His magnificent talent for
resolving diplomatic problems into their elements, from
which He could discard those that He deemed useless while
reserving those possessing salient features, the Pope's
Holiness concluded that the politics of Milan, of Tuscany,
of the Regno, and the affairs of their respective rulers, were
of secondary importance and altogether negligible; but that
the secret unauthorised transfer of papal fiefs into the
hands of dangerous malcontents of the very powerful
House of Orsini, required prompt decisive assertion of the
rights of the Pontifical Suzerain.
At the beginning of 1493, Cardinal Ascanio Maria
Sforza-Visconti was found to be urging the Supreme
Pontiff to act against the illegal transfer of Cervetri and
Anguillara. Loyalty to his brother, the usurping Regent of
Milan, and his duty as Vicechancellor bound to maintain
the paramountcy of the Holy Roman Church—these make
clear his point of view.
A clashing of interests between Papacy and Regno was
an opportunity which Cardinal Giuliano della Rovere
greatly relished. He did not hesitate to take the part of

